ESTONIAN-RUSSIAN RELATIONS. Estonian Prime Minister Andres Tarand said in Finland on 16 
December that Estonia was prepared to make concessions in its border dispute with Russia if the latter 
recognized the Tartu Peace Treaty of 1920 as the international treaty under which the Estonian state was 
inaugurated. Vello Saatpalu, chairman of the parliament Foreign Affairs Commission, said no European country 
would support Estonian claims for land in Russia because it would open a Pandora's box for other territorial 
claims. Opposition leaders said Tarand's comment was politically ill-timed and would make it more difficult to 
reach a compromise in talks with Russia. The Tallinn Union of Russian Citizens also released a statement that 
day urging Russia not to recognize the treaty, which it claimed "laid the foundation for repressions against 
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CIVILIAN MORALE HIGH DESPITE LOSSES. Following an appeal by Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudaev, on 20 December despite wintry weather at least 100,000 Chechen joined a human chain on the 
highway from Grozny to Dagestan to protest the Russian military intervention and to reaffirm the goal of 
independence. The crowds held placards condemning the killing of civilians by Russian forces and calling for a 
free Chechnya. Some placards chastised international indifference to the situation. Anecdotal evidence reported 
by Western agencies indicated that ethnic Russians from Grozny participated in the chain. The inspiration for 
the action undoubtedly stemmed from Dudaev's experience in the Baltic States, where such demonstrations 
were organized during the final stage of Soviet rule. As commander of a Soviet air force division based in 
Estonia, Dudaev had shown sympathy for the Baltic independence movements. The mass response to his appeal 
belies the assumption, which permeates Russian official discussions of Chechnya, that most of the population 
opposes Dudaev. On the same day, Dudaev appealed to Chechens not to blame Russian residents for the actions 
of the Russian military. Although the local Russians are by all accounts unmolested, Moscow claims that they 
are in imminent danger. On 20 and 21 December, agencies reported the arrival of poorly equipped but 
determined Chechen volunteers from the countryside to reinforce the defense of Grozny. Vladimir Socor, 
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